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Synopsis

Revised and updated to reflect the most current science, and including 30 new species, this
authoritative and comprehensive volume is the definitive guide to the amphibians and reptiles of the
Carolinas and Virginia. The new edition features 189 species of salamanders, frogs, crocodilians,
turtles, lizards, and snakes, with updated color photographs, descriptions, and distribution maps for
each species. It is an indispensable guide for zoologists, amateur naturalists, environmentalists,

backpackers, campers, hikers, and everyone interested in the outdoors.
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Customer Reviews

This authoritative and comprehensive volume is the definitive guide to the amphibians and reptiles
of the Carolinas and Virginia. . . . An indispensable guide for zoologists, amateur naturalists,
environmentalists, backpackers, campers, hikers, and everyone interested in the
outdoors.--Southeastern NaturalistThe only book that includes a comprehensive guide to all
amphibians and reptiles specific to the Carolinas and Virginia. . . . A useful resource for the general
public, natural historians, and herpetologists for years to come.--Virginia LibrariesAn excellent
source for anyone interested in amphibians and/or reptiles of the eastern US. . . . Highly
recommended.--ChoiceThis handy reference guide makes identification a snap. . . . The volume
works its real magic by helping us change the way we view lizards and newts, opening our eyes to
the *hidden’ biodiversity that surrounds us on every side.--Virginia WildlifeA truly scientific history of

the reptiles and amphibians of our region. . . . Amphibians and Reptiles of the Carolinas and Virginia



will do much to encourage an interest in lizards, turtles, snakes, salamanders, and alligators and
allay fears and correct superstitions about them. It should be in the library of all amateur naturalists,
students and teachers.--Raleigh News & ObserverThis collection of. . . color photographs, fact
summaries, and range maps will be reference and refuge for reptile lovers.--Southern LivingWith
text by four biologists and brilliant photographs by Jack Dermid, the book provides a
nose-to-the-ground look at 159 species in three states. . . . This is one wildlife guide that isn’t afraid

to shed its scientific skin and tell it like it is.--Richmond News Leader

Jeffrey C. Beane is collections manager of amphibians and reptiles at the North Carolina State
Museum of Natural Sciences.Alvin L. Braswell is deputy director for operations at the Museum of
Natural Sciences.Joseph C. Mitchell is an independent ecologist and head of Mitchell Ecological
Research Services, LLC.William M. Palmer is curator emeritus of herpetology at the Museum of
Natural Sciences.Joseph C. Mitchell is an independent ecologist and head of Mitchell Ecological

Research Services, LLC.

This is a perfect book for identifying reptiles and amphibians in the mid-Atlantic region. | live on a
farm and spend a lot of time outdoors, so | encounter critters a lot. This book is the first one | grab to
look up details on natural history, ranges, details of their ecology, etc. | also go hiking and
backpacking a lot, and see things that | want to look up when | get back home. | have several field
guides for both reptiles and amphibians, but having a regional guide narrows down the choices, and
also shows the local/regional details for species whose ranges extend beyond this region, especially
those that show a lot of subspecific/regional phenotypic variation. | have a copy of the first edition,
and the changes in the taxonomy (splitting of salamanders, e.g.) makes this one a great book for
the recent changes. Good pictures, good range maps, good natural history details-- that’s exactly

what you want in a guide like this.

A very good introductory book, but it should include all subbspecies. There is also room in the
coverage of the anole to discuss the "roach" on the back of the neck of breeding males. There
needs to be a photo of this, because if you encounter one, you might think it is a different species,
as | did this summer (thank goodness for the internet!). One small criticism is the description of the
box turtle as having a brown carapace. This should read "brown to jet black". There is definitely a

good percentage of Caroilna’s box turtles that have BLACK shells !



This a great guide for this area and has been a favorite of mine for many years. It has lots of great
photos and the ever-helpful range maps. This book has definitely increased my knowledge and

interest in the reptiles and amphibians right here in my own backyard and the rest of the Carolinas.

Great photos, solid and simplistic descriptions, distinguishing between similar species, etc. This
book is a great guide for referencing local herps (southeastern NC); I've definitely used it out in the

field before. Super handy!

Nothing bad to say about the book. It has excellent poctures, descriptions, and distribution maps.

As a biology student and avid herper, this guide is the best I've come across. | used the first edition

for years but upgraded to the 2nd, and it is quite nice. The added information is important.

Got this book for my husband who teaches Herpetology at our nearby University. He’s read it and
thinks its a great field guide. it covers the subject very well and is presented in an easy-to-use

format.

as described....thank you!
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